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Pre-Advanced Placement (Pre-AP)  

Advanced Placement (AP) Guidelines  

Preparing to be future ready  
Considerations in determining if Pre-AP and AP courses are appropriate 

 
 

Pre-AP and AP courses are designed to challenge motivated students and prepare them for success in college-

level course work in high school and beyond. These courses move at a faster pace, are more academically 

challenging, require additional outside reading, including summer reading, and require more independent 

learning than on-level courses. 

When selecting advanced courses, it is important to consider the following: 

 Students develop academic readiness at different rates and may not be ready for Pre-AP/AP at the 
same time as their friends or classmates. 

 While Pre-AP courses are designed to better prepare students for advanced academic coursework,     
Pre-AP courses are not a requirement for enrolling in most AP courses. 

 Some AP courses have course prerequisites that must be completed. Check the course catalog. 

 Pre-AP is not “all or nothing.” Students may take one or more of their core classes as Pre-AP. 

 For most courses it is possible to move from on-level to Pre-AP sections from one year to the next.       
In mathematics, it is more difficult due to the acceleration and compacting of the curriculum in 6th and 
7th grades. A student who moves from on-level to Pre-AP mathematics may require additional support 
in making the transition. 

 
After careful consideration, please use the suggestions on the other side of this page to finalize your decision 
regarding enrolling in Pre-AP and/or AP courses. 

Academic Preparation                
How would teachers/family 

describe your strengths?

What are your strong subjects?

Are your current grades a 
reflection of your effort/ability?

Are you satisfied with your 
currently level of challege?

How have you performed on 
STAAR, PSAT and classroom 

assessments?

Habits of Mind and 
Study Skills

How do you study, take notes, 
and stay organized? 

When you are confused or 
absent, do you ask for help 

and/or access campus 
resources?

Universities value hard work, 
students taking rigorous courses 

to challenge themselves and 
course completion over GPA.

Family and Personal 
Commitments  

Are your goals and your parents' 
goals for the future the same?

What are your family and 
extracurricular commitments 
outside of the school day? How 
do you balance commitments?

Are you absent six days or less 
per semester?

Future Goals 

What are your career interests?  

What education is required?  

● 4-year/2-year University 

● Career/Technology 

● Apprenticeship 

● Military 

Do your selected courses help 

you reach your goal?
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*Additional Criteria required for enrollment in Pre Advanced (Pre-AP) Algebra I for 8th grade. 

9th grade course suggestions will be based on the data points below.  You will be provided opportunities to 
verify and/or make changes to your child’s course suggestions during the schedule planning process. 

English/Language Arts  

Level III Advanced Standard on previous year STAAR

-OR-

Current ELAR teacher recommendation based on a yearly 
content average of 85, or 75 in advanced course

-AND EITHER-

80% or better on previous year STAAR

-OR-

70% or better on a district-generated                                        
criterion referenced exam                                    

Mathematics

Level III Advanced Standard on previous year STAAR

-OR-

Current mathematics teacher recommendation based on a 
yearly content average of 85, or 75 in advanced course

-AND EITHER-

80% or better on previous year STAAR

-OR-

70% or better on a district-generated criterion 
referenced exam

Science

Level III Advanced Standard on previous year STAAR

-OR-

Current science teacher recommendation based on a yearly 
content average of 85, or 75 in advanced course

-AND EITHER-

80% or better on previous year STAAR

-OR-

70% or better on a district-generated                                            
criterion referenced exam    

Social Studies 

Level III Advanced Standard on previous year STAAR

-OR-

Current Social Studies teacher recommendation based on a 
yearly content average of 85, or 75 in advanced course

-AND EITHER-

80% or better on previous year STAAR

-OR-

70% or better on a district-generated                               
criterion referenced exam

Middle School 
Advanced

Middle School Pre Advanced Placement courses are designed to prepare students for high school Pre-AP and AP courses. After 

careful review of the indicators of success, if a student meets the characteristics listed, advanced coursework is recommended. 

Intro to High School 
Pre-Advanced (Pre-AP) 

Pre-AP courses are academically advanced courses designed to challenge motivated students. Pre-AP courses are 

designed to prepare students for high school Advanced Placement (AP) courses.  College Board supports an 

inclusive enrollment in high school Pre-AP and AP courses. Students are encouraged to take Pre-AP courses that are 

appropriate to their interests and academic strengths. The number of recommended Pre-AP courses varies with the 

student’s motivation, self-discipline and available time outside of class. 

The following are indicators for potential success in Pre-AP and AP courses and should be carefully considered. It is 

recommended that the student meet at least one of these indicators: 

 Mastery of the TEKS in the related content area course (≥75% semester average in advanced course, ≥85% 

semester average in on-level course) 

 Level III Advanced Standard on previous year STAAR 

 Teacher recommendation from current related course based on classroom work ethic and motivation 


